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‘1’he 2 Mj cron Al 1 Sky Survey (?. MASS) . lnfr.arccl l’c)int Sc)urces anti  t,he
Cosmi c }iackgrc)uncl

Char] es A. Bci ch]nan, lnf rarec~ l’rc~cc,ssi  ng and A?ial ysj s Cent cr, Jc~t
l’rc~pul si on I,ahoaratory, Cal i f ornj a lnst, i t.ut. c! of l’echnc)] ogy

~’he 2 Micron Al 1 Sky Survey (2, MASS) j s a NASA prc)ject, t.c> SUi-VCy  thc~

ent. i re sky at. 3 i nfrarecl wave] engt hs (1.25,1.65 ancl 2.2 urn). ~’he
Nc)rthern survey wi 11 bcgjn jn Apri 1, 199’7, usjng a 3 .3 1[1 Lc!l C!sc!c)pc at.
Mt . Ilc)pk j ns . ‘J’hc Southern Survey wi 11 I)cgj n apprc)xi mat c1 y a
from VI’] ().

year 1 at. c,r
l’he ent. i re survey shoul c1 hc: ccnnpl et e by the year 2000.

l’he resul LS from 2MASS wi 11 incluc]e  cat. al c)gs c)f almc]st.  500 Ini 11 i on
pc)i ]It sources (clown t.c> K. s - 24.5 mag) aIIcl 1 mi 115 cm gal axi es
(C] CIWII  tc~ a K_ s - 13.5 ]i~ag) , ant] jmagp$ of the ent j r-e sky. ~’he~~
clat a wi 1 1 have a brc>ac] r-angc? of ast. rc)physi c:a] us> c! s> , but. wi 11 be
helpful in assessing the cent.ribut.ion c)f point ~,o~~rCe&s  t o c~j f f~lse
background] s tudi es such as the CC)BR c411c1 1 RTS mi ssi c)ns . 1 wi 11 prc!spnt.
an upciat. e on the 2MA,SS survey bas, ccl c)n prc~t. ot. ype camera clat, a
al]cl cli scuss rnc)de.1 s. of the. pc)j nt F,c)urc:e ~>ky as, they relate
t C) Cl RR st.uc]i  es .


